Making Red-Light Areas Child-Safe

Tmplemented in 5 Wards of the Kolkefix Mmicipal Gorporedion
Three Red-1ighti Areas - Kalighot, Ward 83;

Munstganf & Adjocent Sums, Wards 75 & 76

Sonagachht, Word 18

Two Quast-Red-1ight Areas -

Lkar Math, Ward 8% and Tollygumge, Ward 89

Red-Light Avea Programmes
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Defning Red-Lighti & Quasi-Red-Lighti Areas

o Red-Light Area

> Where women engaged n the sex trade live and also

service customers.

o (Juasi-Red-Light Area

> Where women engaged n the sex trade live, but service

their customens somewhere else - mostly i rented rooms i

full-tledged red-light areas



Overall Structure of Red-Light Areas

Liandlord

(Ostoly Tives
somewhere else)

Brothel Menager/Madam

(Once a women engaged i the
sex frade, now engages other
qinls/women)

Chhukrs
(Trefficked underage

girls enfirely controlled
by madams d pimps)

Adhiyas
(6trls/Women who have

to give 50% of their
sarnings o the Madam)

Pmps/Babis
(0fen males born n RLAs and/or
(dfjcoent slums, non-paying live-
in partnens of women i the sex
frade

Independent Women tn 'the
Sex Trade

(Bahzs confine fo confrol
Ehetr Hves In vartous wags)




The Problem

» Ghildren of al genders born tn red-Tight areas have their destinies pre-defermined

» (irls and male-bodied children with so-called “femmine’ qualtties end up as paid sextal service providers.
Males will end up being fraffickers / pimps / babus (non-paying Live-in parters of women in the sex trade)

» Soctal stigma results m low self-esteem md lack of self-belief m these children - they accept these
(astinies as mescapable

» (hildren born in quast-red-light-areas have the same vulnerabiliies - girls gef married o be forced info
the sex frade just Ike their mothers, and bogs become pimps and babus

» Farly exposure fio substmnee abuse s the rule rather than the exception



DIKSHA's Three-Pronged Solufion

DIKSHA’s CBRTs

We empower the youth to evolve as Community-Based Resource Teams
(CBRTs). They act as 24x7 watchdogs and crisis interveners to prevent
attempted cases of child abuse. They are also enabled to take the steps
necessary for legal redress through prosecution.

Our Three-Pronged Strategy - Hear Us,
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Incredihle Stortes of Change

From the fwo areas where we have worked for some gears for fransformetional change t happen:

» Xattghat; - Where 16 All Begm

> No madams, no pimps, no wnderage girls in the sex Erade , no infengenerationad FORGED dependence on the sex frade
economy

> No tn or out Eroficking of girls and women o the sex trade
> Katighat markef: - no child under 1% gefis emploged Ehere

» Munsigonj - Where No Other Orgamisadion Works
>No underage marriage in the last years (DIKSHA has been working Ehere for 6 years)
> No chhukrt sgstem
> Gommiuntty alert and active against child sexual abuse attempts
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